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RAILWAY (METRONET) AMENDMENT BILL 2022 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Ms R. Saffioti (Minister for Transport), and read a first time. 
Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [12.57 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
Before I commence the second reading of the Railway (METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022, I am required by 
section 18A of the Transport Co-ordination Act 1966 to table a report by the director general of Transport on the 
planned construction of a railway line from Claisebrook station to Mundijong, known as the Armadale line and 
Byford rail extension, and by section 96(2) of the Public Works Act 1902 to table a map showing the course to be 
taken. I table this report and map. 
[See papers 968 and 969.] 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The McGowan government is committed to transforming our public transport network through 
Metronet and we are delivering on a suite of major projects. Today I am proud to deliver the second reading speech 
introducing the Railway (METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022. The purpose of this bill is to implement the legislative 
authority for the construction of the Victoria Park–Canning level crossing removal and the Byford rail extension 
projects on the Armadale line, supporting thousands of jobs for Western Australians in the process. The line will run 
from Claisebrook station and proceed along the Armadale line railway in a generally south-easterly direction for 
20.9 kilometres before continuing in a southerly direction for a further 21.2 kilometres to Mundijong.  
The Victoria Park–Canning level crossing removal project is Perth’s first major elevated rail project and is designed 
to remove increasingly congested level crossings, improve safety, provide modern train stations and precincts, create 
public open space and improved cycling and pedestrian connectivity under the elevated rail line, and increase the 
future capacity of the Armadale line. Five level crossings will be removed along the Armadale line by raising the rail 
over the road at Mint Street, Oats Street, Welshpool Road, Hamilton Street and Wharf Street. New, modern elevated 
stations will be built at Carlisle, Oats Street, Queens Park and Cannington stations. Welshpool station will close, 
with Oats Street and Queens Park stations providing improved passenger facilities. 
The Byford rail extension, a key 2017 state election commitment, will extend the Armadale line approximately 
eight kilometres south to the new Byford station, removing level crossings at Armadale Road, Forrest Road, 
Church Avenue, Byron Road, Eleventh Road and Larsen Road, with work already underway at Thomas Road. The 
suburb of Byford is growing rapidly and it is important that we deliver the infrastructure for the future now. 
Armadale station will be rebuilt as an elevated station, easing road congestion and improving safety and connectivity 
around the town centre. Building a rail line to Byford will increase the connectivity of the public passenger rail 
network, alleviate urban congestion, and ensure efficient travel times are provided for those accessing jobs, services 
and amenities. 
This comes after a lack of investment on necessary transport infrastructure throughout the corridor in the past. This 
project will enable the residents of Serpentine–Jarrahdale to connect to the Perth CBD in around 42 minutes. Metronet 
is all about creating an integrated and coordinated public transport network for the future. 
Modern public transport connections enhance local communities and provide invaluable links to the wider 
metropolitan area. Extending the Armadale line to Byford was a key election commitment, which I am extremely 
proud to be delivering. 
I want the communities of Byford and the surrounding suburbs to experience the benefits that access to our public 
transport network can bring. I also want to see the existing network better utilised. By developing attractive station 
precincts throughout Victoria Park and Cannington, we will revitalise the corridor, make catching public transport 
a more attractive option, and upgrade the future capacity of the rail line to accommodate six-car trains. 
I acknowledge that this transformation of the Armadale line will bring significant disruption. A temporary shutdown 
of the Armadale line for up to 18 months has been announced and consultation has commenced to help plan for 
replacement services. We understand that the rail shutdown will be inconvenient for many people, businesses and 
the broader community and we apologise in advance for that. A number of options were considered, but this style 
of shutdown was chosen as it will allow this to be done more safely and quickly. 
The Railway (METRONET) Amendment Bill 2022 is the latest milestone in the delivery of the McGowan government’s 
program of job-creating Metronet projects. It is with great pride and honour that I commend this bill to the house. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr S.J. Price. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4110968ab3f63e000b955ecf482587f200835496/$file/tp+968+(2022).pdf
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4110969a6d15b74d11c5d0b4482587f2008354c8/$file/tp+969+(2022).pdf
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